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What to do after an Accident
An accident can occur to anyone at 

any time, usually when least expected.  It 
can place the victim and their family in 
significant financial strain. It is important 
for you to know your rights and obligations 
under Florida law, as well as have an 
understanding of  what to do if  you find 
yourself  in that situation in order to 
protect your right to fair compensation. 
After an accident:

1. Contact 911 - get necessary police 
and emergency medical personnel to the 
scene of  the accident, especially if  you 
or someone else has been hurt in the 
accident. The accident report can be 
very helpful and Florida law requires the 
reporting of  an accident. Don’t simply 
rely on exchanging information with the 
other driver.  

2. Gather Information - take 
photographs or video of  the damage to 
the vehicles involved in the accident and 
the scene of  the accident. Also, make 
sure to get the name and contact 
information (address and telephone 
number) for any witnesses. This is 
crucial because as time passes, witnesses 
may forget important information or 
evidence may no longer be available to 
examine. An attorney can assist you with 
making sure this critical evidence is 
gathered,  preserved and used 
appropriately. 

3. Seek Prompt Medical Help - if  
you have been injured in the accident, it 
is important for you to seek emergency 
medical care as soon as possible 
following the accident, no matter how 
minor you may believe your injuries are. 
Insurance companies will try to hold it 
against you if  you don’t get prompt 
medical treatment for your injuries after 
the accident.   

4. Notify Your Insurance 
Company - virtually all insurance 

companies require their insureds to 
notify them of  the accident.  However, 
seek the advise of  an accident attorney 
before speaking directly to any insurance 
company. Insurance companies have a 
team of  adjusters, investigators and 
attorneys whose goal is to minimize the 
amount of  money they pay to accident 
victims.

5. Hire An Attorney - Within days 
or possibly even hours of  the crash, you 
may be approached by a representative 
of  the insurance company and asked to 
make a statement, sign papers, or accept 
a settlement offer.  It is vital that you do 
not talk to any insurance investigator, 
sign any papers, or accept a settlement 
before getting the advice of  a lawyer 
with experience in accident claims in 
order to protect your right to fair 
compensation. Many injuries caused by 
accidents have long-term consequences 
they simply do not account for.  
Insurance companies sometimes seek 
quick settlements before the victim has 
had a chance to consult an attorney or 
fully appreciate the extent of  their 
injuries.

6.  Get Follow-Up Treatment - if  
you were injured in the accident and 
have continued to experience pain and 
discomfort, it is important that you 
follow-up and receive continued care 
from a medical professional.  Any lapse 
or delay may be used against you by the 
insurance company and hurt your claim.

 Being involved in a car accident can 
be a very traumatic event. Stress, 
confusion, and injuries may affect your 
ability to think clearly.  What you do 
immediately after a car accident can help 
or hurt your chances for financial recovery. 
For more information, contact us and 
allow our experience to work for you. 

ABOUT THE FIRM:

I Law is a law firm created with 
clients in mind.  At I Law we are 
dedicated to giving our clients 
personal attention in handling their 
personal injury case from beginning 
to end.  We handle cases involving 
motor vehicle accidents, premises 
liability, wrongful death, and insurance 
claims.  We have been privileged to 
represent individuals all across the 
State of Florida and welcome the 
opportunity to meet with you and 
your loved ones with regard to any 
potential case. There is never any 
charge for an initial consultation and 
we are happy to schedule 
appointments at your home or at a 
location that is convenient for you.  
We represent clients on a 
contingency fee basis. If for any 
reason there is no recovery, then we 
receive no fee or costs. Simply 
stated, we are paid fees and costs 
only if you win.  At I Law, personal 
attention matters. 
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Contact Us at 407-381-iLaw    
Visit Us at www.ilawfl.com  
Follow Us at twitter.com/i_law
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